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sight,  both  transitions may  seem  to  be  associated with  a change  in  religion  – 
the first transition with the advent of Christianity ; the second with the secularisa-
tion of Czech society. Is religion really the cause of the change in burial culture ? 

















































































European  context,  there  is  a difference  between  inhumation  and  cremation. 
The concept of the burial culture, however,  includes within itself also all rituals 
and traditions associated with the burial and mourning ( participation in a funeral 
ceremony,  the form of ceremony and the role of  religion  in  it, manifestations of 
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mourning  in  fashion, decoration of graves and care  for  them, etc. ) and  its mani-




















and  the  soul  are  linked  in one whole –  very  simply  said  the destruction of  the 
body entails  the destruction of  the  soul. The practice  of burial  rituals depends 
on ideas of the existence after death and these ideas are based on man’s religious 
beliefs ( Nešporová 2004 ).
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Around the 3 rd century A.D. there occurred a significant and very rapid change 













































population  ( on  the principle  of hierarchical diffusion ). The bearer  of  collective 
identity at that time was the elite. However, the reasons why the elites accepted 
inhumation still remain unidentified.
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Arguments for cremation Basis for each argument
It is a deviation from the model 
burial of Jesus Christ; simply 
a different method of burial.
This proceeds from the growing secularisation of society, which 
has manifested itself for a long period of time, and is associated 
with a departure from the Church and with an emphasis on man 
(humanism). 
It is a more hygienic method, 
which at the same time eliminates 
pollution of the soil and decreases 
contamination of groundwater.
This proceeds from industrialisation and the development of science 
and technology, especially technologies facilitating cremation. 
It is also influenced by the evolution of medicine. The hygiene 
requirement is also a reaction to the negative experience of wars 
and epidemics.
It is an effective, simple and fast 
method of disposal of the human 
body.
This has its roots in the Enlightenment and realism; in intellectual 
movements which emphasised rationalism and logic. Cremation 
is rational and an effective burial method. 
It is an exotic, interesting, different way. This is associated with increasing opportunities for travelling, learning and opening of oneself up to new cultures, inspiration  
by new cultures (e.g. the Orient). 
It is a return to the roots,  
to the past.
This is associated with a new interest in original beliefs,  
e.g. paganism, which practised incineration.
It reduces burial costs.
Cremation reduces financial costs related to the coffin, grave site, 
and tomb. The change in ritual entails a reduction (or elimination)  
of costs associated with the burial ceremony.
It makes efficient use of cemetery 
space.
The expansion of globalised cities together with a rising population 
require an efficient method of using physical space. Cremation 
allows for a burial using less land and more flexible storage  
of ashes. 
It represents a choice and it is a flexible 
means for disposing human ashes.
This is associated with democratisation, struggle for human rights 
and the right to choose – this according to supporters of cremation.
Source: Author’s own work. 




The  figure was produced on  the basis  of my database  of  cremation data  for 




dia of Cremation  ( Davies, Mates 2005 )  is  the basic  source of data on cremation 
rates. The publication includes data on the cremation rate in 47 countries around 
the world from 1876 to 2001. This source, however, is incomplete and many data 



































it  also depends on  the  type of  religion,  one which has  a strong position  in  the 
given country. Generally, cremation shows a negative dependence on Christianity 
( –0.47  at  a significance  level  of  0.05 ), because burial  in  the ground corresponds 
to the burial of Jesus Christ and the idea of the resurrection of the body. In the 
Orthodox Church, the cremation principle is contrary to the faith, and the crema-
tion  rate  therefore  shows  a negative  significant  dependence  on  the percentage 
of the faithful  in the Orthodox Churches ( –0.488 at a significance level of 0.01 ). 






The analysis herein  shows  ( as expected )  a stronger dependence of  the burial 
method on religion than on socioeconomic factors. religious beliefs shape the way 
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czechia as a “ cremation superpower ? ”
Czechia is characterised by a low rate of religiosity ; the last census in 2011 showed 
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